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LETTER 

FROM 

THE  SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY, 

TRANSMITTING. 

In  response  to  a  resolution  of  the  House,  copies  of  correspondence  in  regard 
to  the  alleged  refusal  of  Canadian  authorities  to  allow  American  wreck- 
ing vessels  to  assist  American  vessels  in  distress  in  Canadian  waters. 


March  G,  1888. — Referred  to  the  Couiuiittoc  on  Foreign  Affairs  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 


Treasury  Department, 

February  21,  1888. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  resolution 
presented  by  Mr.  Chipmau,  February  3,  1888,  requesting  this  Depart- 
ment to  transmit  to  the  llouse,  with  all  convenient  speed,  any  and  all 
correspondence,  orders,  and  information  in  its  custody  in  regard  to  the 
refusal  of  Canadian  authorities  to  allow  American  wrecking  vessels 
and  machinery  to  assist  American  vessels  while  in  distress  in  Canadian 
waters,  and  in  regard  to  Canadian  vessels  and  machinery  so  far  as  they 
have  been  and  are  permitted  to  operate  in  American  waters. 

As  a  reply,  I  transmit  herewith  copies  of  correspondence  found  on 
the  files  of  the  Bureau  of  Navigation  relating  to  the  matters  mentioned. 

It  is  understood  that  the  practice  in  the  two  countries  is  to  some  ex- 
tent similar,  aud  that  it  is  referred  to  in  the  iuclosures  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  show  the  facts  substantially. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

C.  S.  Fairchild, 

Secretary. 

The  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 


Toronto,  February  23,  1886. 

Dear  Sir  :  Since  writing  you  on  the  12th  instant  in  reference  to  requesting  per- 
mission from  the  United  States  authorities  to  wreck  the  steam-ship  Algoma  with  our 
own  outfit,  I  have  been  making  inquiries  from  several  quarters  to  learn  if  such  per- 
mission as  we  seek  had  been  granted  by  the  Treasury  Department  at  Washington. 

1  am  to-day  iu  receipt  of  information  that  should  materially  strengthen  our  appli- 
cation. I  am  informed  that  on  November  22,  1884,  the  Canadian  propeller  Cuba, 
owned  in  Toronto,  sunk  on  Light-house  Shoal,  Alexandria  Bay,  New  York.  Permis- 
sion was  asked  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  use  Canadian  steam-pumps  and 
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full  outfit  to  relieve  this  boat.  The  permission  was  at  once  granted  by  Jarvis  Patten, 
Commissioner  to  the  Treasury. 

On  May  7,  1883,  the  Canadian  steam  tug  Conquerer  sunk  in  Alexandria  Bay  Nar- 
rows. Permission  was  asked  from  the  collector  of  customs  at  Cape  Viuceut,  N  .Y., 
to  raise  this  boat  with  Canadian  tools.  The  matter  was  referred  to  Washington  and 
permission  granted. 

On  October  31,  1883,  the  same  steamer  sunk  near  Johnston  Light,  New  York.  Per- 
mission was  granted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  use  Canadian  tools  in  raising 
the  boat.  In  May,  1882,  the  schooner  Nellie  Theresa  went  ashore  in  Mexico  Bay, 
New  York,  and  permission  was  granted  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  Canadian 
wreckers  and  tools  to  release  the  vessel. 

August,  1882,  schooner  John,  T.  Mott  went  ashore  on  Carleton  Island,  New  York. 
Permission  was  granted  by  the  collector  of  customs  at  Cape  Vincent  to  use  Cana- 
dian wrecking  outfit  to  release  the  vessel. 

In  October,  1882,  the  schooner  Pulaslci  went  ashore  near  Cape  Vincent,  and  the  col- 
lector at  that  port  gave  permission  to  use  Canadian  outfit  to  release  the  vessel. 

In  1881  schooner  Marquis,  owned  by  Captain  Hall,  of  Toronto,  went  ashore  near 
Oswego.  Permission  was  granted  by  the  authorities  at  Washington  to  use  Canadian 
wrecking  outfit  to  release  the  vessel. 

I  am  informed  that  permission  to  use  Canadian  outfit  in  nearly  all  the  above  cases 
was  strongly  opposed  by  United  States  tug  men,  but  permission  was  granted  never- 
theless. 

Yours  truly, 

Henry  Beatty, 

Manager  Lake  Traffic. 

W.  C.  Vanhorn,  Esq., 

Vice-President,  Montreal. 


Ogdensburgh,  May  25,  1885. 

Dear  Sir:  I  wish  to  direct  your  attention  to  what  I  fear  is  sometimes  an  abuse  on 
this  northern  frontier.  By  reference  to  Synopsis  of  Decisions  of  Treasury  Department, 
1873  (page  63),  letter  to  Henry  Knapp,  Now  York,  March  19,  1873,  it  is,  as  I  believe, 
properly  held  that  wrecking  is  part  of  the  coasting  trade.  The  abuse  is  this  :  Cana- 
dian wreckers  get  the  job  of  wrecking  in  cases  where  the  exigencies  of  the  case  do  not 
demand  or  render  their  employment  necessary.  In  other  words,  it  is  suspected  in 
certain  cases  to  be  a  job. 

I  suggest  a  circular  to  the  collector  of  customs  on  this  Northern  frontier.  Our  peo- 
ple on  the  frontier  have  tugs,  pumps,  wrecking  machinery — in  fact  all  the  appliances ; 
and  while  they  can  not  go  into  Canadian  waters,  Canadian  wreckers  have  been,  under 
certain  restrictions,  allowed  to  wreck  here. 

"  The  South  Shore  Wrecking  Company,"  located  in  Oswego,  Clayton,  and  Ogdens- 
burgh have  tugs,  pumps,  and  all  other  necessary  first-class  wrecking  machinery.  This 
company  is  composed  of  J.  K.  Post  &  Co.,  Oswego;  Geo.  Hall  &  Co.,  Ogdensburgh. 
I  know  the  Ogdensburgh  firm,  and  they  are  in  every  sense  reliable. 

The  Folger  Brothers  are  Canadians,  located  at  Kingston,  Ontario.  I  inclose  (wo 
telegrams  from  them,  which  will  show  the  nature  of  the  jobbing  that  I  wish  to  cut 
short.  The  suggestion  to  impose  an  additional  burden  on  misfortune  should  receive, 
as  it  merits,  condemnation. 

Should  you  need  legal  proof  of  the  fact  that  all  necessary  appliances  are  possessed 
by  our  people,  I  will  formulate  and  send  it  forward. 
Truly,  yours, 

D.  Magone. 

Hon.  Charles  S.  Fairchild, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Custom-House,  Ogdensburgh,  N.  Y., 

Collector's  Office,  June  0,  1885. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of  the  1st  instant,  in- 
closing copy  of  letter  from  D.  Magone,  of  this  city,  relative  to  the  business  of  wreck- 
ing on  this  frontier,  and  asking  me  to  report  the  practice  in  this  district  in  regard  to 
the  matter. 

In  reply  I  have  to  state  that  no  foreign  wrecking  vessels  have  been  allowed  to  re- 
lieve vessels  in  distress  in  waters  of  the  United  States  within  this  district,  except  in 
one  or  two  instances  whore  immediate  relief  was  necessary  to  prevent  great  damage 
to  or  destruction  of  property,  and  where  such  relief  could  not  be  obtained  from 
American  vessels.  Such  cases  were  duly  reported  to  the  Department  and  the  action 
of  the  collector  approved. 
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It  may  be  proper  in  this  connection  to  state  that  prior  to  the  organization  of  the 
wrecking  association  referred  to  in  Mr.  Magone's  letter,  there  was  no  American  wreck- 
ing apparatus  obtainable  nearer  than  Oswego.  When  the  necessary  relief  can  be  ob- 
tained at  Clayton  and  Ogdensburgh,  I  see  no  reason  why  foreign  tugs  and  wrecking 
apparatus  should  not  be  excluded  from  employment  in  American  waters  on  this  part 
of  our  frontier. 

Mr.  Magone  talked  with  me  before  writing.  The  circumstance  that  called  his  at- 
tention to  the  matter  was  the  receipt  by  tug  men  here  of  certain  telegrams,  which,  as 
understood  here,  warranted  the  inference  that  Folger  &  Co.,  of  Kingston,  Ontario, 
were  trying  to  reap  a  reward  without  labor  in  fact,  when  they  did  not  have  a  right 
to  labor. 

Mr.  Magone  says  he  sent  the  telegrams  to  you.    I  think  an  admonition  as  to  the  law 
may  not  be  amiss,  as  it  is  possible  that  our  charity  in  certain  instances  may  have 
been  construed  in  some  localities  as  a  license  to  Canadians. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  Daniels, 
Collector. 

Hon.  Jarvis  Patten, 

Commissioner  of  Navigation. 


Geo.  Hall  &  Co., 
Nos.  52  and  54  North  Water  Street, 

Ogdensburgh,  N.  F.,  May  18,  1885. 
Sir:  We  desire  to  inform  you  that  an  association  has  been  formed,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Jno.  K.  Post  &  Co.,  and  Thos.  Dobbie,  of  Oswego,  N.  Y.,  and  our  linn,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  on  a  general  wrecking  business  on  Lake  Ontario  and  the  river 
St.  Lawrence  under  the  name  of  the  South  Shore  Wrecking  Company.  We  have 
pumps,  tugs,  hawsers,  divers  and  diving  apparatus,  jacks,  etc.,  stationed  at  Oswego,  on 
Lake  Ontario,  Clayton  (near  Cape  Vincent),  and  Ogdensburgh  on  the  St.  Lawrence 
River,  This  apparatus  is  more  complete  than  any  stationed  on  the  Canadian  side  of 
the  lake  and  river,  and  is  placed  at  convenient  points  where  wrecks  are  most  likely 
to  occur.  We  have  taken  every  precaution  to  supply  everything  required  by  a  first- 
class  wrecking  company,  and  our  association  has  been  formed  to  prevent  Canadians 
wrecking  in  American  waters  and  for  our  own  protection.  It  has  been  customary  for 
Canadian  parties  to  apply  to  the  Secretary,  through  the  collector  of  customs  at  some 
convenient  point,  to  do  whatever  wrecking  may  be  necessary  to  the  exclusion  ot 
American  interests,  and  it  is  our  desire  and  request  that  you  issue  a  circular  letter  to 
customs  officers  that  no  permits  be  granted  Canadian  wrecking  companies  to  wreck 
on  the  American  side  of  Lake  Ontario,  or  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  until  they  ascertain 
from  either  Messrs.  Post  &  Co.  or  ourselves  if  we  can  furnish  the  necessary  assistance 
without  delay. 

We  trust  this  request  will  meet  your  approval,  and  the  necessary  steps  taken  to  pro- 
tect American  interests. 

We  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  serv'ts, 

Geo.  Hall  &  Co. 

Hon.  Daniel  Manning, 

Secretary  Treasury,  Washington,  D.  C. 


[Canadian  Pacific  Bailway  Company.   Office  of  the  Manager  of  Steamship  Lines  and  Lake  Traffic] 

Toronto,  November  18,  1885. 

My  Dear  Sir  :  You  have  no  doubt  heard  of  the  deplorable  accident  to  this  com- 
pany's steamer  Algoma  on  Isle  Royale,  where  a  large  number  of  people  were  unfortu- 
nately lost.  I  was  extremely  anxious  to  recover  all  the  bodies  possible,  and  as  this 
matter  had  to  be  done  promptly,  I  sent  the  first  tug  I  could  get  my  hands  on,  which 
was  one  from  Port  Arthur. 

I  hope  in  doing  so  I  have  not  done  anything  to  contravene  the  United  'States 
customs  regulations,  which  you  know  for  the  fifteen  years  I  have  been  running  steamers 
to  Duluth  I  have  been  particularly  careful  of. 

If  anything  has  been  done  that  is  not  in  strict  accordance  with  your  regulations  it 
has  been  done  contrary  to  my  orders,  but  I  trust  everything  is  all  right. 

Will  you  please  let  mo  hear  from  you  on  this  matter,  and  oblige, 
Yours  truly, 

Henry  Beatty, 

M.  L.  T. 

Dr.  Smith, 

Collector  of  Customs,  Duluth,  Minn. 
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Custom-House,  Dutufit,  Minn., 
Collector's  Office,  November  24,  1885* 

Sir:  I  have  received  notice  that  two  or  three  Canadian  tugs  from  Port  Arthur  are 
wrecking  in  American  waters.  I  have  also  received  the  inclosed  letter  from  Henry 
Beatty,  manager  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Steamship  Line,  stating  that  he  had  sent  tugs 
to  pick  up  bodies  at  the  wreck  of  the  Canadian  steamer  Algoma,  on  Isle  Royale.  It 
seems  that  two  or  three  American  tugs  went  there  to  pick  up  anything  of  value  they 
might  find,  and  without  any  authority  from  the  steamship  line,  and  that  the  Cana- 
dian tugmen  who  were  picking  up  bodies  warned  them  off.  I  would  respectfully  ask 
if  the  Canadian  vessels  have  the  right  to  collect  the  cargo  of  the  wrecked  vessel,  ami 
if  I  should  take  any  action  in  the  matter,  Isle  Royale  being  in  the  district  of  Superior  ? 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

V.  Smith, 

Collector. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Company, 

Toronto,  November  27,  1885. 

Dear  Sir:  Upon  the  morning  of  the  7th  of  November  the  Canadian  Pacific  Rail- 
way Company's  steamship  Algoma  was  wrecked  upon  Greenstone  Island,  off  Isle 
Royale,  Lake  Superior.  The  survivors  were  brought  into  Port  Arthur  the  evening 
of  the  9th,  and  it  became  necessary  to  take  immediate  steps  to  secure  the  mail,  the 
purser's  and  ship's  books  and  papers,  and  the  bodies  of  the  drowned.  It  was  impos- 
sible to  make  arrangements  for  American  tugs,  and  I  therefore  ordered  the  company's 
tug  Liskievit  to  the  scene  of  the  wreck,  with  instructions  to  spare  no  pains  to  find 
all  the  bodies  possible  arid  return  with  them  to  Port  Arthur. 

I  also  telegraphed  my  chief  clerk  in  Port  Arthur  to  bo  particularly  careful  to  do 
nothing  to  contravene  the  United  States  customs  regulations. 

The  tug  returned  on  the  morning  of  the  22d,  having  succeeded  in  finding  four  of 
the  bodies. 

I  am  anxious  to  make  arrangements  to  raise  the  boilers,  machinery,  and  such  cargo 
as  may  be  secured,  consisting  of  steel  rails,  bridge  material,  etc.,  early  in  the  spring. 

Will  yon  be  good  enough  to  let  me  know  if  boats  belonging  to  this  company  may 
be  employed,  or,  failing  this,  if  I  may  arrange  for  boats  belonging  to  Port  Arthur 
which  may  be  suitable. 

I  desire,  of  course,  to  secure  what  remained  of  the  vessel  worth  saving  at  as  little 
expense  as  possible,  and  shall  feel  extremely  obliged  if  you  can,  consistently  with  ex- 
isting regulations,  favor  me  with  the  necessary  permission. 
I  am,  sir,  yours  obediently, 

Henry  Beatty, 

Manager  Lake  Traffic 

Hon.  Daniel  Manning, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Treasury  Department, 

Bureau  of  Navigation, 
Washington,  D.  C,  December  11,  1885. 

Sir:  This  office  received  on  the  9th  instant,  by  reference  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  your  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo,  relative  to  the  wrecked  steamship  Algoma, 
and  the  employment  of  certain  vessels  to  raise  the  boilers,  machinory,  cargo,  etc. 

As  an  answer  to  your  inquiry  whether  the  tugs  of  your  company  and  boats  belong- 
ing to  Port  Arthur,  which  are  suitable,  may  be  employed  in  the  business,  I  transmit, 
herewith,  a  copy  of  a  letter  dated  the  4th  instant,  addressed  to  the  collector  of  cus- 
toms at  Duluth,  instructing  him  in  regard  to  the  matter. 

It  is  suggested  that  you  communicate  with  him  upon  the  subject. 
Very  respectfully, 

Jarvis  Patten, 
*  .  Commissioner. 

Henry  Beatty,  Esq., 

Manager  Lake  Traffic,  C.  P.  E.  R.  Co.,  Toronto,  Canada. 
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Treasury  Department, 
Bureau  of  Navigation, 
Washington,  D.  C,  Decemher  4,  1885. 
Sir  :  This  office  is  in  receipt  of  your  letter  dated  the  24th  ultimo,  stating  that  you 
have  noticed  that  two  or  throe  Canadian  tugs  from  Port  Arthur  have  been  engaged 
about  the  wreck  of  the  steamship  Algoma  in  picking  up  bodies,  etc.,  and  inquiring 
if  the  vessels  have  the  right  to  collect  tho  cargo  and  what  action  shall  be  taken  by 
you  in  regard  to  the  matter. 

No  authority  of  law  exists  under  which  they  can  pursue  their  business  in  waters  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  masters  or  the  persons  employing  the  vessels  should  be 
advised  accordingly. 

It  is  understood  that,  in  this  case,  the  tugs  were  employed  in  the  first  instance  by 
the  Canadian  Pacific  Railroad  Company. 

A  notice  from  .you  to  Manager  Beatty,  of  said  company,  that  the  employment  of  the 
vessels  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  regulations  upon  tho  subject,  would  probably 
serve  to  cause  the  persons  responsible  for  the  vessels  to  refrain  from  any  violation  of 
the  law. 

Please  givo  him  notice  without  delay,  and  take  such  other  measures  as  on  further 
investigation  you  may  find  to  be  necessary  in  the  premises. 
Very  respectfully, 

Jarvis  Patten, 

Commissioner. 

Collector  of  Customs, 

Duluth,  Minn. 


[Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Company.   Olfice  of  the  manager  of  steam-ahip  lines  and  lake  traffic.} 

Toronto,  December  14, 1885. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  beg  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  11th  instant,  cover- 
ing inclosure  of  letter  to  the  colletoT  of  customs,  Duluth. 

I  have  been  aware  that,  according  to  tho  strict  letter  of  the  law,  Canadian  tugs 
are  not  allowed  to  wreck  in  tho  waters  of  the  United  States,  and  I  accordingly  issued 
telegraphic  instructions  to  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  wreek  of  the  steamship  Algoma 
to  find  all  the  bodies  he  could  and  the  purser's  safe,  but  to  do  nothing  to  contravene 
the  customs  laws  of  the  United  States. 

November  18  I  wrote  to  the  collector  of  customs  at  Duluth  informing  him  of  the 
steps  that  had  been  taken.  As  soon  as  it  became  apparent  that  further  search  for 
bodies  was  useless,  on  November  1?  this  company's  tug  was  withdrawn  from  the 
scene  of  the  wreck. 

Since  that  date  no  boat  belonging  to  or  in  any  way  connected  with  this  company 
has  been  out  to  Isle  Royale. 

My  letter  to  the  Hon.  D.  Manning  of  the  27th  ultimo  was  written  to  ascertain  if 
special  permission  would  bo  granted  by  tho  United  States  authorities,  in  view  of  the 
peculiar  conditions  of  the  case,  for  this  company  to  employ  its  own  facilities  in  rais- 
ing boilors,  iron,  etc.,  in  the  spring  of  1880. 

Will  you  be  good  enough,  therefore,  to  inform  me  if  any  steps  can  be  taken  to  lead 
to  this  result. 

This  company  is,  of  course,  anxious,  in  view  of  the  heavy  loss  that  has  been  sus- 
tained, to  reduce,  as  far  as  possible,  the  cost  of  further  operations.  I  beg  to  call  your 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  merchandise  portion  of  tho  cargo  is  entirely  lost,  all 
that  remains  to  be  saved  consisting  of  the  boilers,  machinery,  etc.,  and  steel  rails 
and  fish-plates  belonging  to  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway. 

You  are,  sir,  no  doubt  aware  that  tho  privilege  I  am  now  requesting  has  been,  in 
more  than  one  instance,  granted  to  American  tugs  by  the  Canadian  minister  of  cus- 
toms. 

I  am,  sir,  yours,  obediently, 

Henry  Beatty, 

Manager  Lake  Traffic. 

Jarvis  Patten,  Esq., 

Commissioner  Bureau  of  Navigation,  Treasury  Department, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


Treasury  Department,  Bureau  of  Navigation, 

Washington,  D.  C,  Decemher  18,  1885. 
Sir:  This  office  is  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant. 
You  are  informed  that  there  is  no  authority  for  making  any  special  exception  to 
the  general  regulations  iu  favor  of  your  company  as  regards  the  wreck  of  the  Algoma. 
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Tho  regulations  upon  the  subject  are  in  possession  of  the  collector  of  customs  at  Du- 
iutb,  who  will  probably  in  form  you  as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued,  on  application 
from  you.    The  matter  is  one  governed  by  law,  and  no  dispensing  power  is  conferred, 
as  regards  such  cases,  upon  this  office. 
Very  respectfully, 

Jarvis  Patten, 

Commissioner. 

Henry  Beatty,  Esq., 

Toronto,  Canada. 


Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Company, 

Montreal,  February  18,  1886. 

Sir:  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  on  the  7th  of  November  last  the  steam-ship  Algoma, 
belonging  to  this  company  and  laden  largely  with  steel  rails  and  fish-plates,  the 
property  of  the  company,  was  wrecked  on  Greenstone  Island,  near  the  eastern  ex- 
tremity of  Isle  Royale,  in  Lake  Superior.  The  wreck  lies  in  such  a  position  that  the 
engines  and  other  valuable  parts  of  the  steam-ship  may  be  recovered,  as  well  as  the 
rails  and  splices  above  mentioned. 

The  nearest  American  port  from  which  tugs  and  wrecking  outfit  can  be  obtained  is 
Duluth,  about  200  miles  distant  from  the  wreck,  while  this  company  has  tugs  and 
wrecking  outfit  of  its  own  at  Port  Arthur,  only  50  miles  from  the  wreck  aud  almost 
within  sight  of  it.  I  beg  therefore  to  ask  permission  to  use  the  tugs  aud  appliances 
of  the  company  in  recovering  its  property  from  the  wreck,  and  in  doing  so  I  would 
respectfully  direct  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  in  uumerous  instances  permission 
has  been  accorded  by  the  Canadian  Government  to  use  American  tugs  and  wrecking 
outfit,  among  which  the  following  comparatively  recent  cases  may  be  recited  : 

May  22,  1883,  schooner  Ellsworth,  ashore  near  Sarnia,  was  permitted  to  use  Ameri- 
can tugs. 

September  12,  1883,  schooner  Winslow,  ashore  near  Point  Edward,  was  permitted  feo 
use  American  tugs. 

October  18,  18«3,  International  Wrecking  Company  were  permitted  to  use  Ameri- 
can tugs  at  Southampton. 

November  13,  1883,  International  Wrecking  Company  were  permitted  to  use  the 
American  tugs  Balize  and  Smith,  wrecking  at  Southampton. 

November  22,  1883,  schooner  Carter,  ashore  near  Kincardine,  was  permitted  to  use 
American  tugs. 

May  7,  1884,  American  tug  Smith,  with  wrecking  outfit,  was  permitted  to  work  at 
the  wreck  of  the  steamer  Manitoba  at  Southampton  and  schooner  Carter  at  Kincar- 
dine. 

April  9,  1885,  permission  was  given  to  American  scow,  with  wrecking  outfit,  to 
raise  the  tug  Heron,  sunk  in  Georgian  Bay. 

March  18,  1885,  permission  was  given  to  one  J.  Donuelly  to  use  American  tools, 
etc.,  in  relieving  propeller  Owen  Sound  above  Saulte  Ste.  Marie,  in  Canadian  waters. 

May  30,  1885,  permission  was  given  to  J.  Donnelly  to  use  United  States  tugs  to  re- 
lease the  City  of  Owen  Sound  above  Sanlt  Ste.  Marie. 

October  10,  1885,  permission  was  given  to  the  steam-barge  J.  U.  Fairwell  to  relieve 
the  schooner  Godfrey,  ashore  at  Stag  Island. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  Van  Horne, 

Vice-President. 

Hon.  Daniel  Manning, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Company. 

Montreal,  March  2,  1880. 

My  Dear  Sir:  Referring  again  to  the  matter  of  the  Algoma  wreck,  I  beg  to  inclose 
copy  of  a  letter  to  me  from  one  Mr.  Beatty,  in  which  are  given  several  instances 
where  the  United  States  Treasury  Department  has  granted  permission  for  Canadian 
wreckers  to  operate  on  Canadian  vessels  ashore  in  United  States  waters.  These  pre- 
cedents ought  to  help  our  case. 
Yours,  truly, 

W.  C.  Van  Horn, 

Vice-President. 

Hon.  W.L.  Scott, 

Washington,  D.  C. 
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Custom-House,  Duluth,  Minn., 

Collector's  Office,  March  6,  1886. 
Sir  :  I  inclose  herewith  photograph  of  the  Canadian  steamer  Algoma,  wrecked  No- 
vember 7,  1885,  on  Isle  Royale  (American  waters).  I  understand  her  owners  only  in- 
tend to  save  her  boilers  and  engines  and  abandon  her.    You  see  her  upper  works  are 
gone  and  her  hull  broken  in  two. 

Am  I  right  in  supposing  that  she  can  be  converted  into  an  American  vessel  by  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  provided  that  the  cost  thereof  exceeds  three  times  the  cost 
of  the  wreck,  and  further,  that  the  goods,  if  any,  taken  from  her  within  two  years 
from  November  7,  1885,  would  be  subject  to  duty  ?    This  vessel  was  built  in  Scotland. 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  B.  Moore, 

Collector. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


Treasury  Department,  Bureau  of  Navigation, 
Washington,  D.  C,  March  13,  1886. 
Sir:  This  office  is  in  receipt  of  your  letter  dated  the  6th  instant,  relative  to  the 
Canadian  steamer  A Igoma,  wrecked  on  Isle  Royale  November  7,  1885. 

The  regulations  relatiug  to  the  documenting  of  such  vessels  are  to  be  found  in  arti- 
cle 29  of  the  Regulations  of  1884.    Article  428  governs  the  admission  of  goods  taken 
from  a  wreck,  and  see  the  other  regulations  relating  to  wrecks  contained  in  chapter 
1,  Part  III,  of  the  Regulations. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

Jarvis  Patten, 

Commissioner. 

Collector  of  Customs,  Duluth,  Minn. 


•  United  States  Consulate, 

Winnipeg,  April  9,  1886. 
Sir:  The  Government  has  appointed  Mr.  George  A.  Priest,  of  Port  Arthur,  within 
this  consular  district,  New  York  consular  agent  at  Port  Arthur. 

Mr.  Priest  writes  to  me  as  inclosed,  and  1  would  respectfully  request  that  you  will 
communicate  to  him  the  information  desired. 
Very  respectfully, 

James  W.  Taylor, 
Consul. 

Horace  B.  Moore,  Esq., 

United  States  Collector  of  Customs,  Duluth,  Minn. 


Port  Arthur,  Ontario,  April  8,  1886. 

Sir:  Application  has  been  made  by  Andrew  Meyer,  a  United  States  citizen  of  Os- 
ceola, Polk  County,  Wis.,  for  permission  to  use  certain  Canadian  "  wrecking  plant" 
in  the  raising  of  the  railroad  iron  and  machinery  from  the  wreck  of  the  Canadian 
steamer  Algoma  now  lying  on  the  northeast  point  of  Isle  Royale,  just  within  the 
United  States  boundary. 

Said  wrecking  plant  would  consist  of  the  tug  Nattie  Vinton  and  two  scows,  diving 
suit  and  apparatus,  chains,  rope,  etc. 

Mr.  Meyer  wishes  to  bond  the  tug  and  scows  for  return  to  Canadian  waters,  and 
enter  the  other  material  for  duty. 

I  respectfully  request  information  whether  this  is  practicable  under  United  States 
customs  regulations,  and  if  not,  under  what  conditions  can  Meyers  do  the  work. 
Very  respectfully, 

Geo.  A.  Priest, 
United  States  Consular  Agent. 

J.  W.  Taylor, 

United  States  Consul,  Winnipeg. 


Custom-House,  Duluth,  Minn., 

Collector's  Office,  April  13,  1886. 
Sir  :  I  hand  you  herewith  letter  from  consul  at  Winnipeg,  inclosing  copy  of  let- 
ter, Geo.  A.  Priest,  United  States  consular  agent  at  Port  Arthur,  asking  permission 
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to  n so  certain  Canadian  wrecking  plant  in  raising  railroad  iron  and  machinery  from 
the  wreck  of  the  Canadian  steamer  Algoma,  now  lying  on  Isle  Royalo,  and  within 
the  United  States  boundary. 
I  would  respectfully  ask  special  instructions  in  this  case. 
Very  truly, 

H.  B.  Moore,  Collector. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


Treasury  Department,  Bureau  of  Navigation, 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  19,  1886. 

Sir  :  This  office  is  in  receipt  of  your  letter,  dated  the  13th  instant,  transmitting  a 
communication  from  the  United  States  consul  at  Winnipeg,  relative  to  an  application 
by  George  A.  Priest,  in  which  he  requests  permission  to  use  certain  wrecking  plant 
owned  in  Canada,  in  raising  railroad  iron  and.  machinery  from  the  wreck  of  the 
steamer  Algoma,  now  lying  on  Isle  Royale. 

You  are  doubtless  aware  that  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Company  made  a 
similar  application,  and  that  special  exception  in  its  favor  to  the  regulations  upon 
the  subject,  were  not  authorized. 

This  office  is  not  advised  whether  reasonable  facilities  can  be  obtained  at  your  port 
or  elsewhere  in  the  vicinity,  in  the  United  States,  for  doing  the  wrork.  Where  Buch 
facilities  exist  it  has  boen  the  practice  to  require  their  use  in  ordinary  cases.  It  does 
not  appear,  therefore,  that  any  special  additional  instructions  to  you  in  regard  to  the 
matter  are  now  necessary. 

In  this  connection  reference  is  made  to  the  communication  addressed  to  you  on  the 
4th  of  December  last  relating  to  the  vessel. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

Jarvis  Patten, 

Commissioner. 

Collector  of  Customs, 

Duluth,  Minn. 


Treasury  Department,  Burkau  of  Navigation, 

Washington,  J).  (J.,  April  26,  1886. 
Sir:  This  office  received  on  the  2Cth  instant  your  letter,  dated  the  18th  of  February 
last,  relative  to  the  use  of  certain  wrecking  material  in  the  ease  of  the  steam-ship 
Algoma. 

The  matter  has  been  considered  by  the  Acting  Secretary. 

It  does  not  appear,  however,  that,  as  the  regulations  now  are,  special  instructions 
can  well  bo  given  to  the  collector  of  the  district  in  which  the  vessel  lies. 

A  copy  of  your  communication  has  been  forwarded  to  him  for  such  action  as  may  be 
requisite  under  the  general  regulations  upon  the  subject. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

Jarvis  Patten, 

Commissioner. 

W.  C.  Van  Horn,  Esq., 

Vice-President  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Company,  Montreal,  Canada. 


Treasury  Department,  Bureau  of  Navigation, 

Washington,  D.  C,  April  28,  1886. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  previous  correspondence,  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter, 
dated  the  18th  of  February  last,  from  W.  C.  Van  Horn,  vice-president  of  the  Cana- 
dian Pacific  Railway  Company,  relative  to  the  use  of  wrecking  material  in  the  case 
of  the  steam-ship  Algoma,  and  a  copy  of  the  reply  to  him  from  this  office. 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  further  special  instructions  to  you  in  regard  to  the 
matter  are  necessary  at  present. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

Jarvis  Patten, 

Commissioner. 

Collector  of  Customs, 

Duluth,  Minn. 


VESSELS  IN  DTSTRESS  IN  CANADIAN  WATERS. 


9 


Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Company, 

Montreal,  April  30,  188G. 
Sir:  I  havo  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  28th  instant,  having 
reference  to  the  wrocking.,of  our  steam-ship  Algoma,  and  am  obliged  by  the  cour- 
teous attention  that  has  been  paid  to  the  case. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  Van  Horn, 

Vice-President. 

Jarvis  Patten,  Esq., 

Commissioner  Bureau  of  Navigation, 

Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 


(Canadian  Pacific  Railway  Company,  Office  of  tho  Manager  Steam-ship  Linos  and  Lake  Traffic.l 

Toronto,  May  11,  188G. 

[Memo,  for  Mr.  Wagner,  U.  S.  consul,  Toronto.   Extract  from  letter  from  Commissioner  Patten.] 

"  The  matter  of  wrecking  the  steamer  Algoma  has  been  considered  by  the  Actiug 
Secretary.  It  does  not  appear,  however,  that,  as  the  regulat  ions  now  are,  special  in- 
structions can  well  be  given  to  tho  collector  of  the  district  in  which  the  vessel  lies. 
A  copy  of  your  communication  has  been  forwarded  to  him  for  such  action  as  may  be 
requisite  under  the  general  regulations  on  the  subject." 

[Extract  from  letter,  dated  7th  May,  from  collector  at  Duluth.] 

"I  am  willing  to  assist  you  all  1  can  ;  consistent  with  the  regulations  governing 
such  cases.  I  can  not  see  how  I  can  grant  your  request  without  special  instructions 
from  tho  Commissioner  of  Navigation,  as  no  special  exception  in  your  favor  has  been 
made ;  at  least  this  office  has  received  no  advice." 

[Extract  from  lettor,  dated  February  2'2,  from  P.  Donnelly,  Kingston.] 

"On  November  22,  1884,  the  propeller  Cuba,  owned  by  Hagarty  &  Co.,  of  Toronto, 
sunk  on  the  Light-house  Shoal  at  Alexandria  Bay,  New  York.  We  telegraphed  di- 
rect to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Washington,  and  got  permission  immediately, 
signed  'Jarvis  Patten,  Commissioner.' 

"  On  May  7,  1683,  tho  steam-tug  Conqueror  sunk  in  the  Alexandria  Bay  Narrows. 
John  Donnelly  [asked]  as  the  collector,  (>.  W.  Warren,  of  Cape  Vincent,  N.  Y.,  for  per- 
mission to  work  with  Canadian  tools.  It  was  referred  to  Washington  and  full  per- 
mission was  granted.    We  raised  the  steamer." 

"  On  October  31,  1883,  tho  same  steamer  sunk  near  Johnston's  Light,  N.  Y.  An 
American  worked  on  her  fourteen  days,  and  on  the  5th  December  I  signed  a  contract 
to  raise  her,  and  was  immediately  granted  permission  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury at  Washington.  I  used  Canadian  tools  altogether.  In  the  spring  of  1882  (May) 
tho  schooner  Nellie  Theresa  went  ashore  in  Mexico  Hay,  N.  Y.  We  obtained  permission 
from  the  Secretary  at  Washington,  through  G.  W.  Warren,  collector  at  Cape  Vincent, 
N.  Y.,  and  we  released  the  vessel  with  Canadian  tools. 

In  August,  1882,  tho  schooner  John  T.  Mott  went  ashore  at  Carleton  Island,  N.  Y.; 
as  this  case  was  vory  urgent  Mr.  Warren  granted  us  permission  at  once  and  wo  re- 
leased the  vessel.  Also  in  October,  1882,  the  schooner  Pulaski  went  ashore  near  Cape 
Vincent,  N.  Y.;  Mr.  Warren  gave  us  permission  and  we  released  her.  These  last  two 
were  American  vessels.  Reference  was  always  mado  to  Washington  unless  tho  case 
was  very  urgent.  In  1881,  Captain  Hall's  schooner  Marquis  went  ashore  near  Oswego. 
Permission  was  granted  from  Washington,  and  we  released  her. 


United  States  Consulate, 
Toronto,  Canada,  May  12,  188G. 
Sir:  I  have  been  called  upon  by  Mr.  Beatty,  of  this  city,  manager  of  tho  steamship 
line  of  tho  Canadian  Pacific  Railway,  in  regard  to  obtaining  permission  to  use  their 
own  outfit  in  wrecking  tho  steamer  Algoma,  which  was  lost  in  American  waters  near 
Duluth,  Minn.,  some  time  since.  Mr.  Beatty  presents  a  memorandum  quoting  several 
instances  in  the  past  where  such  permission  had  been  granted  by  tho  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  also  a  memorandum  stating  tho  collector  at  Duluth  says  he  can  not 
allow  the  use  of  a  Canadian  outlit  in  American  waters,  without  special  instructions 
from  the  commissioner  of  navigation. 

H.  Ex.  204  2 
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Mr.  Beatty  asks  me  to  refer  the  matter  to  you  with  a  request  that  such  permission 
be  granted  in  this  instance. 

If  the  request  bo  at  all  cousistent,  I  would  respectfully  ask  that,  if  possible,  it  be 
favorably  considered. 

Will  you  have  the  kindness  to  advise  me  what  your  decision  in  the  matter  will  be, 
and  greatly  oblige. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  W.  Wagner, 

United  States  Consul. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


Treasury  Department,  Bureau  of  Navigation, 

'   Washington,  D.  C,  May  19,  1886. 
Sir  :  I  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter,  dated  the  12th  instant,  from  the  United 
States  consul  at  Toronto,  and  of  its  inclosures,  relative  to  the  steamer  Algoma. 

It  is  found  that  the  cases  of  record  mentioned  in  the  inclosures  were  such  that  the 
action  taken  thereon  was  based  either  on  the  fact  that  immediate  assistance  was 
needed  by  the  wrecks,  or  that  no  reasonable  facilities  could  be  afforded  by  American 
tugs  and  wreckers  for  doing  the  requisite  work. 

Please  report  if  such  reasonable  facilities  exist  in  the  present  case,  either  at  your 
port  or  elsewhere  in  the  United  States,  within  a  reasonable  distance  of  the  wreck. 

An  early  reply  is  desired,  and  it  is  requested  that  you  state  the  facts  in  such  a  man- 
ner, if  practicable,  as  to  enable  the  Department  to  reply  to  the  application. 
Respectfully  yours, 

Jarvis  Patten, 

Commissioner. 

Collector  of  Customs, 

Duluth,  Minn. 

CUSTOM-HOUSE,  DlJLUTH,  MlNN., 

Collector's  Office,  May  24,  18.86. 
Sir:  In  reply  to  yours  of  19th  instant,  relating  to  the  wrecking  of  the  steamer  Algoma, 
would  say  that  upon  inquiry  I  can  not  learn  that  reasonable  facilities  exist  on  Lake 
Superior  for  doing  the  requisite  work.    There  are  no  such  facilities  here,  or  near  here 
Very  respectfully, 

H.  B.  Moore, 

Collector. 

Commissioner  of  Navigation, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


Treasury  Department,  Bureau  of  Navigation, 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  29,  1886. 
Sir:  Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  27th  of  November  last,  and  to  subsequent  cor- 
respondence, I  have  to  state  that  instructions,  of  which  the  inclosed  is  a  copy,  have 
been  given  to  the  collector  of  customs  at  Duluth,  Minn.,  in  relation  to  the  wrecking 
of  the  steamer  Algoma. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

Jarvis  Patten, 

Commissioner. 

Henry  Beatty,  Esq., 

Manager  Lake  Traffic  C.  P.  R.  E.  Co.,  Toronto,  Can. 


Treasury  Department,  Bureau  of  Navigation, 

Washington,  D.  C,  May  29,  1886. 
Sir:  Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  12th  instant,  I  have  to  state  that  instructions 
have  been  given  to  the  collector  of  customs  at  Duluth  in  regard  to  the  wrecking  of 
the  steamer  Algoma,  and  that  Mr.  Henry  Beatty  has  been  fully  advised  in  regard  to 
the  matter. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

Jarvis  Patten, 

Commissioner. 

Chas.  W.  Wagner,  Esq., 

United  States  Consul,  Toronto,  Can. 
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Treasury  Department,  Bureau  op  Navigation, 

Washington,  D.  C,  June  8,  1886. 
Sir  :  Referring  to  previous  correspondence,  I  have  to  state  that  the  manager  of  the 
lake  traffic  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railroad  Company  informs  this  office  that  facili- 
ties for  wrecking  in  the  case  of  the  steamer  Algoma  have  been  fouud  at  Port  Huron, 
Mich.,  and  that  a  contract  has  been  made  accordingly. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

Jarvis  Patten, 

Commissioner. 

Collector  of  Customs, 

JDuluth,  Minn. 


[Office  of  the  National  Board  of  Marine  Underwriters,  Post  Building,  16  and  18  Exchange  Place.  1 

New  York,  March  5,  1887. 
Sir  :  Will  you  please  inform  us  whether,  by  any  provisions  in  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  foreign  wrecking  organizations  are  prevented  from  working  in  "American 
waters."   If  such  restrictions  should  exist,  we  would  be  obliged  if  you  will  refer  us 
to  the  authority  thereon. 

We  are  yours,  most  respectfully, 

J.  Raymond  Smith, 

Secretary. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 

Washington,  D.  C. 


Treasury  Department,  Bureau  of  Navigation, 

Washington,  D.  C,  March  8,  1887. 
Sir:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  you  are  informed  that  this  office  is 
not  aware  of  any  law  preventing  foreigners  u  wrecking  n  in  American  waters,  subject 
to  the  disabilities  imposed  by  the  tariff  and  navigation  laws  ;  that  is  to  say,  articles 
imported  by  them  or  vessels  brought  by  them  would  be  subject  to  duty  in  the  usual 
manner. 

Respectfully,  yours, 

C.  B.  Morton, 
Commissioner. 

J.  Raymond  Smith,  Esq., 

No.  16  Exchange  Place,  New  York. 


18  Broadway,  New  York, 

IQth  April,  1887. 

Sir  :  We  should  be  obliged  if  you  would  inform  us  whether  in  the  event  of  a  vessel 
being  ashore  on  the  United  States  coast  foreign  wreckers  are,  or  can  be,  forbidden 
to  "  wreck  "  with  foreign  vessels  or  apparatus,  and  if  they  are  not  forbidden,  what 
duty  can  be  imposed  on  the  vessels  or  apparatus. 
We  are,  sir,  yours  obediently, 

Bo  wring  &  Archibald. 

C.  B.  Morton,  Esq., 
Commissioner,  Treasury  Department,  Bureau  of  Navigation,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Treasury  Department, 

Bureau  of  Navigation, 
Washington,  D.  C,  April  18,  1887. 
Gentlemen:  This  office  is  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  16th  instant,  inquiring 
whether,  in  the  event  of  the  wreck  of  a  vessel  in  the  United  States,  foreign  wreckers 
can  be  forbidden  to  pursue  their  employment  with  foreign  apparatus  for  the  purpose 
of  saving  the  wrecked  vessel  or  cargo. 

In  reply,  you  are  informed  that  the  decision  of  the  question  in  any  particular  case 
would  depend  upon  the  particular  circumstances. 

In  certain  cases  permission  has  been  given  "to  wreck,"  as  above  mentioned,  but  it 
is  usually  denied  in  view  of  the  requirements  of  the  statutes  upon  the  subject. 
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As  a  reply  to  your  inquiry  relative  to  the  duties  which  would  be  assessed,  I  trans- 
mil,  herewith  a  copy  of  the  tariff. 

The  appliances  you  mention  are  not  provided  for  specifically  therein,  and  the  rate 
of  any  duty  levied  would  depend  upon  the  character  of  the  various  articles. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

C.  B.  Morton, 

_  Commissioner. 
Messrs.  Bowring  &  Archibald, 

No.  18  Broadway,  New  York. 


Treasury  Department, 

Bureau  of  Navigation, 
Washington,  I).  C,  October  13,  1887. 
Gentlemen  :  This  office  is  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  stating  that 
you  have  a  large  fleet  of  steam  vessels  navigatiug  the  lakes,  and  inquiring  whether 
you  can  use,  in  connection  therewith,  the  Canadian  steam  lighter  which  you  own,  in 
lightering  aud  wrecking  said  vessels  should  they  got  aground  in  American  waters. 

In  reply,  I  have  to  state  that  this  office  is  not  aware  of  any  authority  of  law  for 
Mich  a  proceeding.    These  questions  are  usually  acted  upon,  in  the  first  instance,  by 
the  collector  of  the  district  in  which  the  work  is  to  be  done. 
Respectfully,  yours, 

C.  B.  Morton, 

Commissioner. 

Messrs.  Parker  &  Millen, 

No.  15  Atwater  street  west,  Detroit,  Mich. 


15  Atwater  Street, 
Detroit,  Mich.,  September  27,  1887. 
Dear  Sir*  Can  a  Canadian  steamer  clear  from  a  Canada  port  and  go  to  an  Ameri- 
can vessel  which  has  run  aground  in  American  waters,  and  release  her  either  by  pull 
ing  her  olf  or  by  lightering  a  portion  of  her  cargo,  and  take  her  to  a  Canada  port  ! 
An  early  reply  will  much  oblige, 
Yours,  respectfully, 

Parker  &,  Millen. 

Hon.  C.  S.  Fairchild, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Treasury  Department, 
Bureau  of  Navigation, 
Washington,  D.  C,  September  30,  1887. 
Gentlemen:  This  office  is  in  receipt  of  your  letter  dated  the  27th  instant,  stating 
a  hypothetical  question  relative  to  the  rights  of  certain  foreign  vessels  in  American 
waters. 

The  answer  to  your  inquiry  would  depend  upon  the  facts  surrounding  the  case, 
which  are  not  fully  stated  by  you,  and  you  are  informed  that  it  is  the  practice  to  de- 
cline answering  hypothetical  questions.  If  you  have  any  particular  case  in  view  in 
which  there  has  been  a  violation  of  law,  the  bureau  will  give  the  matter  full  con- 
sideration on  receipt  of  a  statement  from  you  showing  the  facts  in  detail. 
Resx>ectfully,  yours, 

C.  B.  Morton, 

Commissioner. 

Messrs.  Parker  &  Millen, 

15  Atwater  street  west,  rooms  3  and  4,  Detroit,  Mich. 


15  Atwater  Street  West,  Rooms  3  and  4, 

Detroit,  Mich,,  October  10,  18£7. 
Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  September  30  is  received  aud  noted. 
It  is  to  avoid  violating  the  law  that  we  asked  the  question.    We  want  to  knew 
what  the  law  is  relative  to  Canadian  tugs  wrecking  and  towing  in  American  waters 
The  facts  are  these.    We  have  a  large  fleet  of  steamers  and  vessels  navigating  the 
lakes,  and  they  very  often  get  aground  in  Detroit  and  St.  Clair  Rivers  and  Lake  St. 


VESSELS  IN   DISTRESS  IN   CANADIAN  WATERS. 


13 


Clair.  The  majority  of  these  groundings  are  in  Canadian  waters,  and  in  order  to  re- 
lease thein  quickly  we  have  provided  ourselves  with  a  Canadian  steam  lighter,  which 
is  capable  of  lightening  a  portion  of  their  cargoes  and  then  pulling  them  off  tbe 
bottom. 

Now  it  sometimes  happens  that  they  ground  in  American  waters,  and  we 'want  to 
know  if  this  same  steam  lighter  can  clear  from  a  Cat-adian  port,  go  to  these  vessels 
aground  in  American  waters,  and  pull  them  off  and  tow  them  to  a  Canadian  port  ? 
And  if  unable  to  pull  them  off  without  lightering,  could  she  lighter  a  portion  of  their 
cargo  and  replace  it  again  when  the  vessel  is  got  into  deep  waters  ? 
Respectfully,  yours, 

Parker  &  Millen. 

C.  B.  Morton,  Esq., 

Commissioner,  Treasury  Department,  Washington,  D.  C. 


Treasury  Department,  Bureau  of  Navigation, 
Washington,  D.  C,  October  13,  1887. 
Gentlemen:  This  office  is  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  10th  instant,  stating  that 
you  have  a  large  fleejfc  of  steam  vessels  navigating  the  lakes,  and  inquiring  whether 
you  can  use,  in  connection  therewith,  the  Canadian  steam  lighter,  which  you  own, 
in  lightering  and  w  recking  said  vessels  should  they  get  aground  in  American  waters. 
In  reply,  I  have  to  state  that  this  office  is  not  aware  of  any  authority  of  law  for  suoti 
a  proceeding.    These  questions  arc  usually  acted  upon,  in  the  first  instance,  by  the 
collector  of  the  district  in  which  the  work  is  to  bo  done. 
Respectfully  yours, 

C.  B.  Morton, 

Commissioner. 

Messrs.  Parker  &  Millen, 

No.  15  Atwater  street,  West  Detroit,  Mich. 
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